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GUIDE TO RUSSIAN PRONUNCIATION

Vowels

1. Russian vowels are inherently short, whereas in English some vowels are inherently long
(eg. beat) while others are inherently short (eg. bit). Russian stressed vowels, however, tend to
be slightly longer than unstressed vowels. In unstressed positions all vowels are “reduced” ie.
their individual characteristics are not as definite as those of their stressed counterparts.

2. In unstressed positions the letter o has the same value as the letter a eg. ropoaa [gora'da].
Some loanwords and acronyms are exceptions eg. paauo [ 'radio], rocoank [goz'bank].

3. Inunstressed positions the letter e is pronounced like bit eg. cesié [si'lo]. The same is true of
s before stressed syllables eg. msii [pi'ti], and of a when it follows 4 or m eg. mamaTe [1i'dit].
After x, n and m1 unstressed e is pronounced as [+] eg. xeHa [3+'na].

4. All Russian diphthongs end in [j], which in diphthongs is pronounced as [i] (eg. sheet) with
the tongue very close to the roof of the mouth.

N.B. The letter €, always stressed, is not an independent letter of the alphabet, being used only
in grammar books, dictionaries etc. to avoid ambiguity eg. Hé6o and HéGO.

Consonants

1. The consonantsm, 6, M, ¢, B, T, I, H, ¢, 3, 1, P, K, I, X have “soft” or “palatalised” consonants,
which are indicated by a “softening” vowel letter e, €, u, 10, 1 or the soft sign b following the
consonant letter: Te [t€], miBa ['piva], csiay ['sadu], maTe [mat]. Consonants preceding a “soft”
consonant may also be pronounced soft, usually if they are pronounced in the same place in the
mouth (ie. are “homorganic”) eg. cTux [stix], though this is not always the case eg. cBer [syet].

2. The “soft” consonants m, 6, M, ¢, B, r are pronounced like their “hard” counterparts with
simultaneous [j] (as in yet).

3. Inpronouncing “soft” T, 1, H the tip of the tongue is drawn back slightly from the position for
T, I, H and in these “soft” consonants, togther with “soft” ¢, 3, the front of the tongue is arched
up towards the [j] position.

4. “Soft“ ax is very different from J. The front of the tongue is raised to the [j] position, while
the back of the tongue must not be raised at all, cf. a0t [lot] and aéT [lot], néxa ['polka] and
noabka ['polka].

5. In “soft” K, r, x the back of the tongue is raised somewhat further forward in the mouth than
in K, r, X and a good portion of the middle of the tongue touches or approaches the roof of the
mouth eg. pyki [ru'ki], Hori [na'gi].

6. The consonants T, a, H eg. Tok [tok], momM [dom], Hac [nas] are pronounced with the
tongue-tip slightly further forward in the mouth than in the English counterparts.

7. The consonants m, T, K eg. nacThb [past], Tok [tok] and kot [kot] are pronounced without the
slight puff of air which follows them in English before stressed vowels.

8. meg. noaxka ['lotka] is pronounced with the tongue-tip in the same position as in English [1],
but the back of the tongue is raised as if one were pronouncing [u], while the middle of the
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tongue is depressed. The result is an a1 which is even “darker” than that at the end of English
wall.

9. There are pairs of voiced and voiceless consonants —

Voiced: 0, B, 1, 3, r and their “soft” counterparts
Voiceless: m, ¢, T, ¢, k and their “soft” counterparts

a) At the end of a word a voiced consonant is replaced by the corresponding voiceless
consonant eg. répoa ['gorat] (cf. ropoaa ['gorada]).

b) When a voiced consonant occurs before a voiceless consonant in the same word or at the
close juncture of two words it is replaced by the corresponding voiceless consonant eg.
ropoaxa [gorat'ka], u3 Toro [is ta'vo] (cf. 3 3toro [1'zetava)).

¢) When a voiceless consonant occurs before one of the voiced members of the pairs (except B
and its “soft” counterpart), the converse happens, and the voicless consonant is replaced by a
voiced consonant eg. cxaBaTh [zd 'vat] (cf. coirit [$Aj'ti]), but cBoi [svoj], cBeT [syet].

N.B. The spelling does not reflect these consonant changes except that the prefixes Bo3-/B3-,
n3-, (c)umu3- and pa3-/po3- change to Boc-/Bc-, uc-, (c)umc- and pac-/poc- respectively in the
appropriate circumstances eg. H30HTH [1zAj'ti] to HexomiTs [isxa'dit].



RuUssIAN PRONUNCIATION

Vowels and Diphthongs

Symbol Russian Example English Example/Explanation

[a] Iarb pronounced like the beginning of diphthong in “eye”

[=] 44CThb cat

[a] I@BAI, GIIBOKAT cup

[3] cTyna glong

1] Yacrl, I@AuTh bit

[e] cen get

[e] cém pronounced like the beginning of diphthong in “eight”

[jel en Yet

[jel €CThb only before “soft” consonants

1] cend bit

il eré Yip

[+] XKeHa see note 3 under Vowels

[o] €CHBI, Y¢PHBIH awe

(jol €xa, Moé yawn

[i] uXx, HiBa sheet

[ urpa bit

[+] KUTb after “x, 1, ur”

1] gon, Mod yield

[o] KQT awe

[A] HOTA, OTKPBIBATH cup

[a] koJ1baca, si010k0 along

[u] ™ shoot

[+] CoIH pronounced like “ee”, but with the tongue arched further
back in the mouth

] sTo get

[e] 3TO pronounced like the beginning of diphthong in “eight”

[+] CBIKOHOMHTDH not after “soft” consonants

[u] yTIOr noon

[ju] 101, 000K IHBI] you, youth

[a] TAXKKHA pronounced like the beginning of diphthong in “eye”
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[jal AcHO

(] cane

[j=] ACeHb

[1] naTi

] A3FIK, TOACA
[4] IbIHA

[52] CYACTbA
Consonants

Symbol Russian Example

[b] HaHK

[bl obén

Ip] 3y6, rofxa
(el ronyésb
vl 80T

[yl 6€TKa

[f] T1es

i Gpogk

[g] 2o0n

lgl HO2U

k] HOZ, HO2TH
[d] oM

[d] d¢éByIuKa
[t] cad

[t] no01adh
[3] HeeHa

1 Eare, MOMCKA
[z] 3aBTpa

[z] razéra

[s] raz

{s] rpaze

[3l ngxora
k] KOT

(k] pyK#

initially and after vowels

cat

yak
bit
yip
along

[Tl

y” + along

English Example/Explanation
but

see note 2 under Consonants
put

see note 2 under Consonants
vat

see note 2 under Consonants
fat

see note 2 under Consonants
got

see note 5 under Consonants
cat

dog

see note 3 under Consonants
top

see note 3 under Consonants
measure

shoot

doze

see note 3 under Consonants
gas

at end of word or before voiceless consonant
measure

cot

see note 5 under Consonants
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Ml
[m]
[m]
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(n]
[p]
[p]
[b]
[r]
it}

[s]
[2]
[z]
(11
[3]
[1]
(1
(4]
[d]
1]
f]
{fl
[vl
[x]
[x]
[ts]
[dz]
[tf]
[d3]
(]
[1]

K3 meénKa
U3 4yerd
a01Ka
aec

MATh
MSATH

Hac

HET
nacTtob
neTh
ocnén
poT

pAR

can

cen
€IaBATh
caénatb
CUIATH
€XaThb
CYACTUTD
mok

me
OmroBOpUTH
omaénath
dopMa
ovger
agranen
Xon
XUMHK
uesb
oTéy Ob1
YacTo
LOYb Obl
wyTKa

Wyt

shoot

sheet

wall

see note 4 under Consonants
mat

see note 2 under Consonants
no

see note 3 under Consonants
put

see note 2 under Consonants
but

pronounced like rolled Scots “r”

see note 2 under Consonants

sat

see note 3 under Consonants

doze

before some voiced consonants
shoot

measure

sheet

top

see note 3 under Consonants

dog

before “soft” “n”

fat

see note 2 under Consonants

vat

pronounced like Scots “ch” in “loch”
see note 5 under Consonants

bits

adze

chip

iig

shoot

fresh sheets
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AHrnniuckoe NPon3HOLLIEHNE

nacHble u aucdTOHIN

3Hnak Anenulickuli  Pycckoe Coomeemcmeue/OnucaHue

lMpumep
[a:] father Mdma
[A] but, come AJILSHC
[=] man, cat JITOT
[3] father, ago paHa, n@poxon
[EX| bird, heard bénop
[€] get, bed XKeCT
M| it, big KUT
[i:] tea, sea usa
[0] hot, wash xon
[2:] saw, all OY€eHb
[u] put, beok Gyx
[u]  too,you Yna
[ar]  fly, high ndii
[au] how, house ayt
[ea]  there, bear OpOM3HOCHTCS KaK COYETAHHE 3BYKOB “3” M KpaTKOro “a”
[e1]  day, obey 2
[10] here, hear NPOM3HOCHTCS KaK COUETAHUE 3BYKOB “U” M KPATKOrO “a”
[su]  go, note dy
[o1]  bay,oil Goii
[ua]  poor, sure NPOM3HOCHUTCS KaK COYETAHHUE 3BYKOB “y” H KPATKOro “a”

i)

[jus] pure MPOU3HOCHTHCS KaK COYETAHHE 3BYKOB “10” M KPATKOrO “a

XXix



CornacHble

3rnaxk AnHenulickud  Pycckoe Coomeemcmeue/OnucaHue

Tpumep
[b] but 6an
[d] mended apénda
[g] 20, get, big 20J1, MH2

[d3]  gin, judge ONCWHCEH], UMHOHE

[n} sing MPOU3HOCHTCA KaK PYCCKH “H”, HO He KOHYUKOM A3BIKA, a

3aHel YACTHIO €rd CIAHKM
[h] house, he Xxaoc, xuMus

1]] Yyoung, yes @on, dieMeH

k] come, mock KAMEHb, POK
[r] red, tread PpOT, TpaBa
[s] sand, yes can, puc

[z] rose, zebra po3a, 3¢6pa

)]

she, machine

wHa, MawiHa

[tf] chin, rich YWH, KYJIAY

[v] valley 6aJIBC

[w] water, which YOTEpreiT, yux-3n
[l vision BACHBIN

DR

MPOM3HOCHTCA KaK PYCCKHH “C”, HO KOHYMK A3bIKA HAXOAUTCA
méxny 3ybamu

(0]  think, myth

[6] this, the NPOHM3HOCHTCA KaK PYCCKUi “3”, HO KOHYMK A3BIKA HAXOOUTCH
Méxny 3ybamu

[f] face daxt

1] lake, lick Aan, A0M

[m]  must MaT

[n] nut HET

Ip] pat, pond napoxon

[t] take, hat Smom, nem

[x] loch XOI



